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MEN’S SHEDS — FUNDING 

Grievance 

MR D.T. REDMAN (Warren–Blackwood) [9.13 am]: My grievance was intended to be heard by either the 
Minister for Health or the Minister for Community Services. I am massively disappointed that the best that the 
government can do is to stump up the parliamentary secretary—all due respect to the parliamentary secretary who 
will respond to my grievance. My electorate elected me to Parliament to front ministers on issues — 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse. Do not walk in front of the member on his feet. 

Ms L. Mettam: I nodded. 

The SPEAKER: No, you did not. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: It is my understanding that there was agreement yesterday that the Minister for Health would 
respond to my grievance. I will get on with it, nevertheless, but register my disappointment and, indeed, I am sure 
that extends to the people who voted me in to represent them. 

This grievance relates to men’s health in Western Australia and, in particular, men’s sheds and Men’s Sheds of WA. 
Right across Western Australia there are something like 180 men’s sheds committees, of which about 125 are in 
regional Western Australia. There are 11 men’s sheds in my electorate, ranging from probably one of the best in 
my electorate at the western end of Augusta right back to Denmark and Mt Barker. The men’s shed in Denmark 
is probably the least developed with a committee that is working very hard to try to establish a facility. Those 
men’s sheds are quite significant to my electorate and regional Western Australia. We sometimes talk about many 
areas of regional Western Australia being quite isolated and the importance that men’s sheds play in supporting 
men in not only engaging with the community and providing a social network and supporting the communities, 
but also supporting the mental health of men in those communities. I might add that even though we talk about 
isolation, men do not have to be geographically isolated to feel isolated in their community. I want to use this 
grievance as a platform to highlight the importance of men’s sheds across all regional Western Australia in 
supporting the mental health of men who live and are active in those communities. 

They do some fantastic things for the communities by extension, but also offer a social network for men. Their 
role is to provide support not only for mates, but also the ladies, wives and partners in those communities. I have 
heard about some good examples in which men’s sheds are almost used as a respite service. Men go into the men’s 
shed facility to do some painting. The men’s sheds support them by allowing them to do an activity but, in fact, 
they are also allowing the gentlemen’s partners to do some shopping or do things that they might not otherwise 
have been able to do. The service extends well beyond what we might think to be the footprint of what men’s 
sheds do in Western Australia. They do some fantastic community work by building equipment and gear, engaging 
with the community and using the skills that they have, in many cases trade skills and advanced skills that they 
can apply and share with friends and their mates, but also do work for the broader community. As I said, that 
service extends well beyond what we might see as the footprint of the services that men’s sheds provide. 

A number of newspaper articles reflect on the very good work that the men’s sheds community do and their 
sensitivity to government funding. I will quote from an article from ABC Goldfields online from 23 April this year — 

A men’s shed in Kambalda in outback Western Australia hopes to recruit more younger men to help them 
cope with what its older members say are the financial and emotional pressure behind a number of 
suicides in the community. 

The men’s shed movement has long been important in helping particularly older men in warding off 
loneliness and depression in regional areas. 

An article from the Avon Valley and Wheatbelt Advocate on 17 October this year refers to the importance of men’s 
sheds and the challenges they face in securing funds to keep their services going. I refer to an article in the 
Kalgoorlie Miner from 25 September and quote from some of the comments from the Men’s Sheds of WA 
chairman, Trevor Taylor, who said — 

We have put submissions into the government a number of times to show we do stuff on behalf of about 
seven or eight departments …. Nobody wants to take claim or responsibility for it. 
If government changes, we don’t want to see support dimensions change because this is not political, it 
is about men’s health and wellbeing. 

I go on to an article in the Mid-West Times from 24 October this year, which reads — 
The future of Men’s Sheds WA continues to be under threat because of funding instability, according to 
the organisation’s leaders. 
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The organisation has been forced to run on small, short-term grants and is facing recruitment and 
resourcing challenges as State Government funding expires at the end of this year. 
Men’s Shed WA executive officer Gary Bryant said job losses were imminent if long-term funding could 
not be secured. 

A couple of paragraphs forward, it reads — 
This would result in little support for the individual men’s sheds across WA. 

There is a level of sensitivity in regional WA. I highlight the importance of men’s sheds. There are a lot in my 
electorate. When we were in government, we committed to well over $1 million of royalties for regions funds for 
some of the capital upgrades, which were important. A lot of that funding has dried up. I know some investment 
has been made and I am sure the parliamentary secretary will talk about that. But ongoing funding streams are 
needed to support that, particularly Men’s Sheds of WA, which is the overarching body. It is an advocate for the 
sector and a representative for some of the funding bodies to support funding pathways. It helps with equipment 
purchases, administration and information dissemination across the network to support the very good work they 
do. As a strategy of delivering and supporting mental health in many of the more remote parts of Western Australia, 
it is an inexpensive exercise. They have a proven track record that shows they can be sustainable in the long term. 
Once the capital works and the footprint is in place, they are generally self-supporting and provide their own 
network of support for all the people that live in those communities. They are increasingly important for many 
younger people, and we have seen some of the statistics on mental health. 
I cannot advocate enough for the men’s shed network in Western Australia and for the state government to support 
it with funds. I believe a report is being done into a Western Australian men’s health and wellbeing policy, which 
the Minister for Health mentioned in response to a question from the Leader of the Nationals WA. That is in play 
and I am told that the government is engaging with Men’s Sheds of Western Australia. I cannot highlight enough 
the importance of this being a significant platform to that. The network needs ongoing support well beyond the 
cycles of government and one-year budgetary cycles to ensure that it can do its business and do it well. 
MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.20 am]: I thank the member for the grievance 
this morning. I am responding on behalf of the Minister for Mental Health and the Minister for Community Services, 
who are away on urgent parliamentary business. I am sorry that the member is disappointed that I am the best the 
government can do. With the chamber’s indulgence, I will read my response so the member gets an accurate 
response to his grievance. 
Men’s Sheds of Western Australia recognises a men’s shed as any community-based, non-profit, non-commercial 
organisation that is accessible to all men, and whose primary activity is the provision of a safe, friendly and 
welcoming environment where men are able to work on meaningful projects at their own pace, in their own time, and 
in the company of other men. A major objective is to advance the health and wellbeing of members and to encourage 
social inclusion. The government is supportive of the valuable work of Men’s Sheds of WA in supporting and 
promoting the wellbeing and health of men—as acknowledged by the member for Warren–Blackwood—which also 
brings ongoing benefits to their families and communities, particularly in rural and regional Western Australia. 
In 2014, Lotterywest provided funding for Men’s Sheds of WA to engage consultants to prepare a strategic 
business plan for the organisation. The plan noted that Men’s Sheds of WA was under-resourced. In 2015, 
Men’s Sheds of WA submitted a business case to the former Department of Local Government and Communities 
and proposed a whole-of-government partnership, which provided financial resources for an initial three-year 
period to implement elements of the strategic business plan. The intended outcome of the partnership was the 
development of a sustainable model that would coordinate all essential services of men’s sheds across the state, 
and identified alternative sources of ongoing funding. The partnership was to include the Department of Health 
and the Mental Health Commission. 
On 30 September 2015, the former Minister for Local Government; Community Services approved 
a $112 500 grant to pilot a men’s shed sector support service project. The Department of Health matched the grant, 
bringing the total to $225 000. On 1 January 2016, the Department of Local Government and Communities’ initial 
grant agreement for the sector support service commenced. Since then, several extensions have been provided, 
bringing the total funding for the project to $450 000. One of the projects was to conduct men’s wellbeing talks 
and pit-stop health checks. The other was the promotion and dissemination of information on men’s health topics 
through newsletters and guest speakers at men’s shed zone meetings. The funding was provided as a time-limited 
grant. In 2017 the Department of Health ceased its contributions for the sector support service, effective from 
1 July 2017, due to a commitment by the Minister for Health to develop a men’s health and wellbeing policy. The 
draft policy is being developed to provide direction to the Department of Health and its partners to deliver strategies 
that will improve the physical, mental, social and emotional wellbeing of men and boys living in 
Western Australia. Men’s Sheds of WA is a member of the policy reference group. 
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As a general principle, the Department of Health enters into grant agreements when the focus is on purchasing 
community services for delivery to consumers and/or individuals. Although it acknowledges the important 
contribution of Men’s Sheds of WA to the community, any specific funding proposal needs to focus on specific 
services that will be offered to the community as a result of that funding. Reflecting the importance that the 
government places on men’s health, the Department of Health is currently developing a men’s health and wellbeing 
policy. Any purchasing requirements that are identified as part of that policy will need to be conducted in line with 
the government’s procurement practices. 
In addition to the sector support service grants, the Department of Communities has provided funding to 
Men’s Sheds of WA to sponsor its annual conferences. Several sheds also received funding through the 
Local Projects, Local Jobs initiative administered by Communities. 
In October 2016, Men’s Sheds of WA was expelled from the Australian Men’s Shed Association for failing to accept 
rule changes to centralise the decision-making and administration of men’s sheds across Australia. The expulsion did 
not impact Men’s Sheds of WA’s grant agreement and project deliverables with Communities. I note that Men’s Sheds 
of WA has since joined with other expelled states, including Tasmania, Victoria and Queensland, to establish a new 
national body. The Department of Communities is undertaking a sector support program review to identify the scope 
of peak bodies’ activities and the way these contribute to the state government and the department’s priorities and 
objectives. The review is also considering how best to align funding with the department achieving its outcomes. 
The state government is supportive of inclusive communities and initiatives that support and help people to feel 
welcome and included. We are equally supportive of the services and organisations working to address social 
isolation and create positive wellbeing amongst Western Australians. Since 2015, Men’s Sheds of WA has 
received $450 000 from the state government to deliver sector support activities. In addition, through the 
McGowan government’s Local Projects, Local Jobs grant program, nine grants totalling over $380 000 were 
provided to various men’s sheds across WA to support the purchase of equipment and upgrades to facilities. 
Men’s sheds make a valuable contribution in supporting men to come together and share in a like-minded 
environment. They also provide a great opportunity to meet new people, be connected to ideas, contribute to 
community and learn new or old skills. I would like to commend the men’s sheds of Western Australia for the 
work they do in the community and extend my appreciation of the role men’s sheds play in supporting men’s 
physical and mental health and wellbeing. 
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